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ALONG THESE LINES

Grigsby Places Across America

Lindle Grigsby, President

By Matthew Beard

Each week the NGFS continues to grow. New members are
being added and significant information is being received and
dispersed concerning Grigsby genealogy. Much of this
membership growth has to do with the NGFS WEB presence.
In this technological age in which we are living, people are
utilizing the source they are most familiar with in their
business and personal dealings, and that is the World Wide
Web. With this presence the NGFS is attracting a lot of
inquiries and interest.
If you have an e-mail address then you received a note from
Brian Grigsby, Past President of the NGFS and currently a
member of the Board. Brian has created a distribution list of
e-mail addresses for NGFS members. However, the only
document Brian had to work with was the NGFS directory
printed about mid-year 2000. If you joined the Society after
the printing of that directory, or if you obtained an e-mail
address after that date, or if you had not informed us of your
e-mail address, or if you changed your e-mail address, you
will not be a part of this new information-sharing tool. Email is the quickest, easiest, and cheapest way for us to
communicate. If you did not receive that e-mail message
from Brian, then he either did not have your e-mail address or
the one he had was incorrect. Contact Brian today and ask
that your address be added to the list. You can reach Brian at
RBGrigsby@aol.com. An example of what I am talking
about; Lutha and I have recently switched over to broadband
cable and changed our e-mail address. Our new e-mail

Chapter 1: Grigsby, Texas

This is the first of several articles on the various towns
and locations in the U.S. named after a Grigsby. I was
driving back from the Southwest Chapter meeting in
2000 and saw that I would be passing near Grigsby,
TX. Of course, my curiosity took over and I was soon
passing by the place. You have to be looking hard to
see it. The town covers the sign you see above, one
small store, and several houses off of the main road.
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NGFS DUES
2001 Check your mail label for the YEAR above your name.
If it is not 2001, your dues payment had not been received at
the time the newsletter was mailed. If Dues aren't paid by April
30, 2001, your name will be removed from the Active list and
the mail list.
Remember, please, that LIFE members and HONORARY
members are NOT required to pay annual dues.
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Southwest News

address is lgrigsbys@home.com.

T. L. Grigsby, SW Chapter President

With this edition of the NGFS newsletter – Grigsby Gazette,
Matt Beard has once again agreed to assume the editorship
responsibilities. You need to thank Matt for taking on this
responsibility. It is not a great burden, but it can be time
consuming, especially if no one is sharing information for
inclusion in the quarterly publications. Send Matt information
you think the entire membership might be interested in
reading. Address your information to Matt’s e-mail address.
(It is much easier for him to copy your message over into the
publication format than it is to retype all you send) That
address is Matt_Beard@msn.com.

In Redwater, Texas, Y2K was right on time or it was a year
late, depending on whose viewpoint you listen to. No, we
didn’t have an earthquake, volcano, or a meteorite shower,
but we did have the worst ice storm in anyone’s memory.

With all of this talk about communicating through e-mail does
not mean that we are going to leave out those who do not have
access to electronic mail services. We will still be publishing
the NGFS newsletter in printed form. We will still send
periodic communications via the U S Mail. We will still
publish a membership directory for distribution in printed
form. We want to serve all of our members, and we will
continue to do so.
Decisions are being made concerning the site of the next
NGFS Board meeting and the next NGFS Conference and
Reunion. The next Board meeting will be in October 2001.
The next Conference and Reunion will be held in 2002. If
you have some suggestions concerning the location of either
of these activities, get in touch with me as soon as possible. I
will be working with the Board on those decisions within the
next month or so.
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That was when I got the idea of this series. What could
I find out about these locations? I’m sure other people
have more information and if you send it to me, I will
include it in future articles.
This Grigsby is located in Shelby County, Texas.
There is also one in Perry County, Kentucky and one in
Hawkins County, Tennessee. I have also found
references to Grigsby’s Bluff, Texas which will require
some research to locate but was the home of Joseph
Grigsby, the son of Nathaniel and Elizabeth (Butler)
Grigsby. There are two canyons called Grigsby
Canyon—one located in Lake County, California and
another in Real County, Texas. A Grigsby Draw is also
located in Lake County, California. In Limestone
County, Alabama there is a Grigsby Ferry. In Madison
County, Illinois there is a Grigsby Lake. In Coos
County, Oregon there is a Grigsby Rock. In
Plumas County, California there is a Grigsby Springs.

A cold rain started falling on Christmas Day. By early
afternoon, there was a solid sheet of ice on everything.
Looking out our window at an ice covered world, we could
only think “how very lovely it looks”. Later, looking at the
same ice covered world, we could only think “how very ugly
everything looks”. Trees started to fall, power poles were
breaking, and the ice kept coming. That night, with limbs
breaking and trees snapping, it sounded like a war zone
around our home. Every time another tree would fall, we
would duck, fearing this one was coming right through our
roof. Somehow, none did, but our yard did look like one of
those movie scenes of World War I.
I had 42 trees either down or damaged, and I was one of
the lucky ones. Then the power went out, leaving not one
light bulb burning within a 40 mile radius of Redwater.
If that’s not enough, a week later, nine inches of snow fell
on New Years Day, and we still had no power. Normally,
we do not get much snow in this part of the world. Any
other time, it would have been enjoyed, but coming on top
of what we already was facing, it was just another scene in
a long nightmare.
Finally, after eleven days, the power came on. You don’t
know how much you appreciate things that we normally
take for granted, until we lose them. I could not have stood
one more cold shower. I’m telling you, if I could have found
those men working on those power lines, I would have
kissed them all. Luckily, I didn’t find one.
Some progress has been made for our 2001 re-union. We
will be meeting June 1-2, Friday and Saturday, at the
Downtowner Hotel and Spa, Hot Springs, Arkansas.
I have asked the Downtowner to set aside 20 rooms for us.
They will hold these rooms, for us, up to a week before our
re-union date. At that time, they will be released back to
the public.
Each room has two double beds and a private balcony.
The cost will be $57.95 plus tax. The hotel has thermal
baths, gift shops, a restaurant, and is within walking
distance of about 90 shops and attractions. The hotel is
located on Central Avenue, otherwise known as Bath
House Row.
I will be sending an information packet to our members as
soon as I can get one together. Anyone wishing to make

Each of these locations must have a fascinating story
(Continued on page 3)
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early reservations, call 1-800-251-1962, for general
information, call 1-501-624-5521, fax 1-501-624-4635, email
is downtownhs@aol.com . Be sure to note that you will be
attending the Grigsby Re-union. All National members are
welcome. Hot Springs can be a great vacation spot for the
family. Call me at 903-671-9932 if additional information is
required.

to tell. I invite anyone who has information about any of
these places, or any not currently identified, to share the
stories and let everyone know about them.

I recently talked with Janis Franklin. She informed me that
T. L. was now doing fine and everything was ok. He
appreciated all the cards and call, thanks very much.
I was saddened to hear of the death of George Holland. Our
condolences to Scotty and her family.
I hope by the time you read this, our Siberian winter will be
just a bad memory. You will notice I didn’t call it a “Yankee
Winter”, as I think too much of my Yankee cousins to
associate something like that with them.
Looking forward to seeing everyone in Hot Springs. I can
guarantee you that the weather will be warmer.
L. W. Grigsby, Pres.
S.W.C. N.G.F.S.

New membership since printing of the 2001
NGFS directory:
DISHMAN, W. KEITH (SOHELIA B.)
100 Shadow Springs Dr., Alpharetta GA 30022
Phone: (770)772-6341
e-mail: kdishman@mindspring.com

Grigsby, TX is located 17 miles east of Nacogdoches on
Highway 17. As mentioned earlier, it is a small place with
only one store (a bait shop, and a couple of houses
located off of small dirt roads close to the store.
According to "GRIGSBY, TX." The Handbook of Texas
Online. <http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/
articles/view/GG/hrg29.html> [Accessed Mon Mar 19
22:15:01 US/Central 2001], in an article by D. R. Taylor,
this town was founded in 1905 by an employee of
Waterman Mill named Mr. Grigsby. It states that he built a
tram to “the site” which implies having built one from the
town to the place of employment. A post office was also
opened in 1905 and ran by Postmaster Rance E.
Emmons. In 1914, the population was 100 people. In
1946, with the town including a church, two stores, and
several houses, it had a population of around 50. In the
1990 census, the town had only 45 residents.
In an email from the Shelby County Historical Society of
Shelby County, Texas, states “The original store in
Grigsby was owned by Tom Davis. His son Layton Davis
says that the community was named after a Mr. Grigsby
who built a large sawmill there at the turn of the century.
Grigsby, in the 1920's, was a prosperous community. It
had four merchandise store, blacksmith shop, Station
master, two cafes etc…”.
The email also states that there is not a record of a
Grigsby living in the area in the Federal censuses. So
who was this Mr. Grigsby?

EARLY, BETTYE N. (COL. CLELAND E.)
14 Ashley Green, The Woodlands TX 77382-3380
Phone: (281) 419-7490
FROHBIETER, CATHERINE J. (JACK A.)
34 Cranbury Neck Rd., Cranbury NJ 08512
Phone: (609)655-2551
e-mail:jfrohbieter@rcn.com
METZGER, DOUGLAS J.
17440 N. 34th Ave., Phoenix AZ 85053
Phone: 602-942-0316
e-mail: dmetzger@ix.netcom.com
ROBERTS, FRANK H. (JEAN MARIE)
4287 N. Arbor Shore Trail, Hernando FL 34442
Phone: (352) 637-6011
e-mail: JFRoberts@hitter.net

TESREAU, WANDA P. (Harold R.)
1604 Madison 517
Fredericktown MO 62645
Phone: (573)78883-3143
e-mail: htesreau@mines.Missouri.org
VOGT, KAREN R. (WILLIAM E.)
28 w. Iowa St., Evansville IN 27710-1718
Phone: (812)426-2618
e-mail: Ayral@excite.com
WERNER, NANCY S. (RUDOLPH)
18908 Woodway Dr , Derwood MD 20855
Phone: (301)977-4620
e-mail: NSWerner@aol.com

SNOW, JERRY W. (SHERI MCDONOUGH)
928 Overdowns, Plano TX 75023
Phone: (972)423-0076
e-mail: ssnow@dms.net
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